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REMEMBER THE SABBATH- | 
pa, TO KEEP IT HOLY. | 


1 | 1 


TT is the obſervation of an eminent wri- 
1 ter v of this country, that if keeping 
holy the ſeventh day were only a human 

be inſtitution, it would be the beſt method 
that could have been thought of for the 
poliſhing and civilizing of mankind ; it 
is certain, (fays he) that many people 

| would ſoon degenerate into a kind of ſa- 

| yages and barbarians, were there not ſuch 


. e $ n No. 112. 
* N 


i OS: wg. | Froquen 


8 


ſtowed upon them. 


If we peruſe the 19th 8 of Ess- 


Aus, we ſhall fee with what a dreadful ſo- 


lemnity the Ten Commandments were 
delivered by God to Myfes from Mount 
Sinai; ver. 16. This was a fight fo ter= 1 


tible, that Me es & himſelf faid, (Heb. xii 


1 exceedingly fear and quake : : And for 
the people, they, when they ſaw the fire, 5 
: the blackneſs, darkneſs, and the tempeſt, | 

and heard the thunder, trumpet, and the 
15 voice of God, removed and flood afar of, | 

. and aid to My fer, Speak thou with us, and 
woe will Bear; ; but let not God fprak with 
us, bet we e. The words which God ; 
2 ſpake, with this amazing dreadful prepa= 

15 ration, were the Ten Commandments. Do : 

you OE WE words were words to be 

RY neglogil N 


33 
frequent returns of a ated time to meet 
together to hear their duties explained, ” 
and join in an adoration of the Supreme 
Being, for his mercies and benefits be- 


— 


neglected or forgotten? The words of 
the text are part of that divine law that 
God himſelf uttered, with all thoſe aw- 
ful circumſtances. And if there is an 15 
precept among this choſen number that 
is more eſſential to religion and virtue, 


uud more neceſſaty for the good of man 


than any other, it is this: Remember the” 
Sabbath-Day ta geep it holy, . 

I Will not preſume to ſpecify what exa 
5 erciſes, viſits, or Occ upations, except thoſe 
prohibited by law, are inconſiſtent with 
the decent, godly, and reaſonable obſer- 
vation of the Lord s- Day: or how great a 
. portion of it every Chriſtian i is bound to 
conſecrate to acts of piety, and employ Ws, 
the public or private duties of religion; 
and the obligations it lays upon us, who- 
ever takes a view of the world, will, I 
fear, be able to diſcern but very faint 


5 . marks of this character either upon the 
5 looks or actions of its inhabitants 3 for, 1 


we REG - | e N 5 without 
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without running into any violent decla- : 


mation againſt the wickedneſs of the age, 


we me fay, within the bounds of truth, 


that there is as ſmall a ſhare of religion, 
(at leaſt as little of the appearance of it) 


as can be ſuppoſed to exiſt at all in a 


country where it is countenanced by the 


ſtate. The degeneracy of the times has 


been the complaint of many ages: How 
much we exceed our forefathers in this, 
is known alone to that God who tri- 


eth the hearts. But this we may be 
allowed to urge in their favour: they 


ſtudied at leaſt to preſerve the appearance 
of virtue. Public vice was branded with 
public infamy, and obliged to hide its 


head in privacy and retirement. The 


| ſervice of God was regularly attended, 


and religion not _— to the Picton 


j of the ſcorner. 


How the cafe Rands: with; us at i 


in each of theſe particulars, it is grievous 


, to 
\ 
f 


t % 


to report, and, perhaps, rn 3 ; 
Religion herſelf ; but let us for a moment 

| impartially eee the articles of this 
charge. CE - 
If religion is any e to be Cs 
one would think it would be amongſt 
thoſe of the higher rank in life, whoſe 
education and opportunities of knowing | 
its great importance, ſhould have brought | 


4 them over to its intereſts, and rendered 
them as firm in the defence of it, as emi- 


nent in its example. — But if you exa- 
mine the fact, you will almoſt find it a 
teſt of a politer education, and mark of 


* 


more ſhining parts, to know nothing, 


and indeed care nothing, at all about it: 


; or, if the ſubject happens to engage the 


attention of a few of the more ſprightly 
wits, that it ſerves no other purpoſe but 


chat of being made merry at, and of being 


reſerved as a rh: Jeſt to enliven diſ- 
B Ce TE, courſe, 


43 
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„„ 
avi; when ane fickens _ 


| their hands*, * 


If we take a view of the ee wor 


chip of Almighty God, and obſerve in 
hat manner it is reverenced by perſons 


* this van of life, whoſe ne it is to 


©, 


pected from hearing the irreliglous and blafphemous conver- 


bien continually paſſing at the table where it was his place | 


to wait, took an opportunity to rob his maſterz being ap- 
prehended, and urged to give a reaſon for his behaviour 


I Sir,” aid he, «1 had heard you 10 often talk of ahe 5 wy 
. poſſibility of a future ſtate, and that, after death, there was 
no reward for virtue, nor prkifitmeint fiir Vice; kt I C 
tempted to commit che robbery,” 4 Well,” replied the 
maſter, * but had you no fear of that death which the laws 


of your country infli upon the crime?” — Sieg 'rejoined 


the ſervant, looking ſternly at his maſter, 40 What! is that to 
vou, if I had a mind to venture that? you mb 
| ear ng why ould T fear the Jeſs?” 15 * b 


| [The eble ves het of Mr/ Mayatr, The n le. 


"ou ws Oy in en, a een, r 2 
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1 A embeds inſtance of is] is well atteſted 1 60. 


5 vant, who had made the improvement that might be ex. 


If 


3 e 1 


ſet an 1 example to the poor and ignorant, 
we ſhall 1 find concurring evidence upon 
this melancholy argument —of a general 
want of all outward demonſtration of a 
ſenſe of our duty towards God, as if re- 


ligion was utterly below the conſideration 


of a perſon of figure and conſequence. 


What muſt the lower kind of RIO 


think, when they ſee the nobility and 


| wes winch ſervants . form, of the 


= . This moſt lame pradtice of eravelling upon a Sun · 


Gay i is now become a common cuſtom : It muſt grieve every 


| ene who wiſhes well to religion, to ſee people of the higheſt 
rank and influence proving to the vulgar, that they think 
ta matter of the moſt abjeR&t indifference, by prophaning 
thoſe ſacred hours which are ſet apart for public worſhip. 


If this is not a poblic contempt of the e ”y . 


P 


* 


| : | 
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zentry turn the Sabbath into a time of 
amuſement and recreation, whirling about 
e from one pleaſure W totally re- 
gardleſs of the reſpect and honour which 
s due to the day“, what muſt brake op» 


* 


1 1 


importance of religious obſervances, as 
means to ſolemnize the minds of men 
when they too often ſee their maſters and 


miſtreſſes pay no regard to them what⸗ 
ſoever; and not only this, but even worſe, 


when they ſce them trodden wb "chr 
and even laughed allt. 


I cannot help here e Wat of 


all our national ſins, that of prophaning 
the Lord's-Day, even in a political view, 


is one of the moſt dangerous, What ſe⸗ 


curity can we have for the honeſty of 


tradeſmen for the fidelity of fervatits—» 


for the obedience of children, or, in ſhort, 
for the obſervance- and performance of 
thoſe civil and relative duties, which are 


eſſential to. the peace, comfort, and hap- 


pineſs of our common life, if men have 
all religious awe, all reverence of religi- 


ous obligations and ordinances, eradicated 


from their minds, ſo that they are taught 


to live without God i in the world? The : 


18 I | 
Great, therefore, who hold religion cheap 
ho neglect its duties in public—who 
indulge themſelves in a courſe of life in- 
conſiſtent with its precepts, how wrong 
do they act. They rob the laws of God 
of a powerful ſanction; they weaken the 
deſigns of them: well may they complain 


that the lower claſſes of people are out- 


rageous; they teach them to be ſo: well 
may they find their inferiors difficult to 
be ere 3 abs: rea: themſelves will 
Et: > well may they complain of 
a contempt of auen they themſelves 
e the e and laws of God®. — 
3 RY TB, 21 4 nd bag; ls This 


„ The learned Bp. Bynner, i in | bis Life, of Rocursres, | 
(which book, Dr. 8. Jounson ſays, the critic ought to 
read for its elegance, the philoſopher for its arguments, and - 
the ſaint for its piety) ape, the Earl told him plainly, there | 
was nothing that gave bim, and man) others, a more ſecret 0 
encouragement in their ill ways, than that thoſe who pre- 
tended to believe, lived ſo that they could not be thought th 
be in earneſt when they ſaid it ; and that the behaviour of 

| | „ . 5 e the 
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rtain ily ferting 2 bad d exumple 


| Foy clergy v made ou fn think, hg fulpeBted the wg nag 


were not true, which, in their ſermons and diſcourſes, they 


fo earneſtly recomnhendes — And it muftbeackn: wedged, 
chat u miniſter, obo is not of a ſober and umblemiſhed life, 
 can-do but little good in his ſtation. His prayere and dit- 
COL ſes will have but little ought and authority 1 his peo- 


744 ple will not fail, in the midft of his ben performances, to 


call to mind the irregulatities of his conduR, and to reproach 

| kim {everdly for them, With « Why Us you'es ortus do live 
godly and ſober lives, by arguments which have ce Hef at 
all on yourſelf??? This ſhews the neceſſity. of rae winiſter 

7 going before his flock i in the ways of righteouſneſs 5 that he 
| Hould, by 15 example, prove that the rules he lay down | 


re praticable; and that the ways of religion are, in ge- 


i N "moral, much more eaſy, and pleaſant than men are apt to 


imagine: this is the reaſon, why vice appears ſo \ particularly | 
| odious and deteſtable i in thoſe, who are miniſters of the word 
of God—why their offences give a deeper wound to reli 


1 gion, than the crimes of other men this j it is that take off 


2 the weight from their reproofs and exhortations, and 
make ſome ſuſpe& the truth of the very principles of reli 
Ns wheat bas fo ins eee. OR 


4 8 & 
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HD 


| 4 that religion is held: in by 9 


E | eiples, and render them if not as 


3, 


at va as eee as their better 8. 


Den ts Wer che ee r Wo dealings 
with them, thoſe who have done the 


6 wmiſchief, will find the necellity at laſt ß 
3 | 

1 cep ve 58e | ü 

chile as but one day in Teven is ſet apart 
: both b divine and human laws, for the 8 

. - Jecial"and folemn ſervice of Almighty /: 

— who has been pleaſed to declare, 4 45 
| Ep tn oh , 5 bonour, ENS 


, 


1 r allingsen th lacht ht ot r pr dan (ith 


1 6 1 
ict obſeryar ce of his poſitive com- 
Katy to lech 2 the Sabbath-Day, that 
through the continuance of his protection ; 
and bleſſing, 14 may be well. with us, and 
_ with our children for ever. The enforcing | 
of obedience to this precept, is intruſted 
to the peculiar care of God's repreſenta» 
tives, the earthly. ww ey awho beareth 
not, (er ought not to bear) the word in 
vain; but As, reformation , not puniſhment, 8 
is the principal and moſt deſirable object, 
it is earneſtly. to be wiſhed, that all of 
fenders were well ac u it ted with the ö 
; penalties to which they become liable by i 
the laws of their country, and that thoſe 
| laws. were put in execution againſt ſome 
of the moſt notorious. delinquents, that 
jf better motives cannot influence them, | 
fm may at leaſt be Kept. Wen * 5 


N . as prophane the \NITT r. 10 dd „ 
BV doing or executing any buſineſs or work of their ordi- 


„ 1 : 
And Skiba we conſider human liſe as a 


Nate cf probation, or as it were a ſerni- 
nary f for alen ee ant perfe 


of atelier 5 charity only EP [Be Dr By 
the 29th Car. II. c. 7. perſons convicted hereof, by wiew of a 


. Juſtice of the Peace, "confeſſion of the party, or witneſs, are to 
pay 55% or to be put in the flocks two bours « ame, 
. ks forfeit their licences. 


By public crying, or expoſing any wares, merchandite, 


| &. Penalty. By the ſame at it it the ee all 


the goods ſo expoſed to ſale, | 


« * 4 4 


| 5 By idling or wandering, i in time of divine ſrvice—— 
d Peoelty. . By the [ſame act ju. ar focks tauo bours. | 7 


By not reſorting to their pariſh- church or chape! (or ta to 


| 1 congregation of religious worſhip, allowed by the to- 


leration act) on every Sunday, nor having reaſonable excuſe. 


_ —Penalty. Offenders incur the puniſhment of the cenſures 


of the church, and forfeit 15. 10 the my for every offence. 


| 2. Eliz. Ce 2. 


\ By reſorting to a concourſe of 6 out * thais own pa- 
riſhes for any. ſports or paſtimes ; oF for any unlawful exer- 


| ciſes and. paſtimes uſed by any perſons within their own 
| pariſhes,—Penalty. ; Forfeiture for every offence, 55. 44. to 


the poor, or the party to be ſet HON: ie ooh frees 
bours, 1 Car. c. 1. 
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how kind an ite is the ck." 


ment of the Sabbath, as a day of reſt and 
recollection from the care of ſecular afs 


fairs, while the divine ſpirit and harmony 


of public worſhip gradually forms in the 


ſoul thoſe heavenly diſpoſitions, which 


are the beſt qualifications for the preſence 


of God, and the ſoeiety of Gints and 5 

The e Mans Hare, 2 A 
5 it his cuſtom, for many years, every 
Lord's-Day in the afternoon, to employ 


his thoughts upon ſeveral ſubjetts of di- 


vine contemplations, and to put them into 


writing, has the following remarks, in 
his nene to | his CRANES for keeping 


Ale-houſ keepers vintners, KT e permitting tips 


8 ling i in their-bouſes- —— Penalty. By the 11. Fare, 1. c. 9. if | 
corvickad of ſuch permiſſion, are to pay tor, and perſons tipling = 


there, 33. 4d. but if convifted of drankenneſs, e 
an ale-bouſe for three years. 21 Jam. J. Ce 5 7 7 og | , 


WO 10 I. 

| the Lord's-Day That he by long and 

| ſound experience, found, that the due ob- 
ſervance of this day, and of the duties of 
it, had been of ſin gular comfort and ad- 
vantage to him, and ever had joined to it 

a bleſſing upon the reſt of his time; and 

that the week fo began, was bleſſed and 

: proſperous to him; and on the other hand, 


| that when he had been negligent of ſuch 


: duties, the reſt of the week had been un- 
ſucceſsful and unhappy to his own ſecu- 
lar employ ments: : and that he could eaſily 
make an eſtimate of the ſucceſs in his af- 
fairs the week following, by the manner 

of his paſting the Sabbath-Day ; and that | 


- he did not write this lightly or inconſi- 


derately, but upon a long and found ex- 
perience: he then concludes his direc- 

tions With the following exhortation ;— 
Perform all this chearfully, uprightly, - 

| 24 bee and c count it not a ade 8. 
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find a tech ing in ſo doing; and remem· 
ber, it is a friend that tells you ſo, and 
that loves you, and will not deceive you; 
and (which i is more than that) remember, 
chat the eternal God hath promiſed— 
( (Iſaiah 58.— 13, 14.) 7 thou turn Wy * 
95 65 from the Sabbath, Sc. 


If we turn our een to the Sabbath 
be amongſt the youthful or inferior 


part of mankind, the ſcene is more melan- 


choly ſtill; this inſtitution of the Lord's- 
Day, thou gh intended even chiefly for 


their advantage, 18 Moſt, dangerous; ; iti 
. it but reſembles many other means 


grace, which, being miſapplied, bes. 


come pernicious ; ſome rich men, (it has 


been obſerved) had been happier, if they 


had been born to labour; and the poor; 


ſometimes, find reaſon to with: they had 


had no day at their own diſpoſal; brought 
to the moſt deplorable end, and become 
fig kong and N for Gs ey 


mow gf 


* 


1 ? * 1 
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bf 3 they: Sn wt lice) to. AC= 
| Lnomledge, with their dying breath, that 


their firſt engagements in iniquity,, were 
contracted at a time when they were; too 
much, alas! for them, their own. maſters _ 
on the Lord's-Day : they were corrupted 
and undone by the abuſe of God's mercy, 
and the very meal 

pointed for. their amendment and Aalva- : 
on. — The truth of this obſervation is 
Fay from facts; Which of us can- 
reco lle& inſtances within. the circle 
of our on acquaintance of young: per- 
ſons who have been deluded, corrup ted, 


ruined, by the aſſociation: with idle aud 5 


licentious companions on the Lord s- Day? J 


Perhaps ſome of us have ſeen thoſe who 


5 to their friends i in carly life, on. 
heir, piety and religion, Who 


5 
be 8 od 


| have Ne ok caught, in, this | 


1 ve PINS Perha 2s 


we have ſeen. 


{Innocence char ged into 0 1 
181 5 5 Je centiouſ- 


eans which he had ap- 


x 1 
centiouſneſs—their piety into profaneneſs, 1 
How many diſtreſſed parents may be | 
found who are weeping over a diſobedient | 
and irreligious child, and, with grief, 
aſcribing his ruin to a breach of the Sab- - 
bath: there was a time when his amiable 
diſpoſition 1 was the joy « of their hearts, and 
when they had looked forward with a 
pleaſing hope to the ſeaſon when he 
ſhould be the comfort of their advanced 
N age the conſtancy and pleaſure with 
which he then attended upon religious : 
inſtitutions from his duty there—the 
readineſs with which he performed every 
office of filial duty the care and dili- 
gence with which he treaſured up uſeful 
ſtores of knowledge: but he enters the 

world unſuſpecting, and mingles, before 

he is aware, with young. perſons of i irre- 

ligious manners, and, without being ap- ö 

1 prehenſive of danger, follows wherever 

ny Roo. him: by degrees, the pious in- 
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a ſtructions of his friends and parents are 
forgotten; the good impreſſions of his « 
religious inſtructions are effaced, and he 
ſinks into a courſe and ſtate of inſenſibi- 
lity : his parents obſerve and lament his 
degeneracy with unavailing, and, per- 
haps, deſpiſed tears, that their unwearied 


labour is loſt, and pleaſing hopes blaſted, 


and they go down with ſorrow to the 
__ grave. Such are the fatal effects which 


too frequentl 7 proceed from Sabbath 


4 breaking.—-Look abroad into the world, | 
obſerve ſome whoſe circumſtances are ſo 


embarraſſed, that they know not what 


| courſe to take; others who are obliged 
to ſubmit to the confinement of a priſon. 


as a puniſhment for their irregularities; 
and others chained in dungeons juſt ready 


to receive from the hand of juſtice the 


deſert of their crimes ;—Aſk all theſe 
what' was the firſt ſtep towards their pre- 


. e Kate, it is probable that 


Cz | moſt 
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moſt of them will tell Leu breach of 
| the Sabbath. 


"TO conclude, with a word to parents 


and heads of families Lou that are pa- 
rents and maſters, if you deſire your own . 

| good, and a bleſſing upon your families | 
and undertakings, let what has been ſaid 
be improved by you. A good man (like 
Joſhua) will not only endeavour to ferve 

. the Lord himſelf, but will do all in his 


power that others may ſerve him and glo- 


: rify him too, | and” eſpecially thoſe who 


are of his « own family. Thus; it is men- 


tioned in the word of God, greatly to 
| Abraham's s honour, that he would uſe 


His beſt endeavours to promote religion 8 
in his houſe, I know him, faith God, that 
Be will command his children and his Hofe 
hold after him, and they ſhall keep the way | 
Ug the Lord. And it is recorded of Cor- 


nelius, and mentioned as an excellent in- 


| Rance of his piety, That ho rere God 
: OO with. 


* 
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| with all bis bouſs, and prayed ' | God a 
way. Maſters and heads of families have 
certainly a truſt committed to them from | 
| God, with reſpect to the ſouls of thoſe 
| under their care, If he be worſe than an 
Infidel, who careth not, and provideth - 
not, for the bodies of his children and 
ſervants, what muſt he be—worſe than a 
brute, ſure ho does not care and pro- 
| vide, in the beſt manner he can, for their 
ſouls !—We may ſuppoſe the great Judge 
of all queſtioning with ſuch perſons at 
the great day, as once he did with Cain, 
I here is Abel thy brother 2—Where are 
thy ſons and thy daughters, and thy ſer- 
vants, whom I did, by my providence, 

commit to thy care and charge? What 
care haſt thou taken of their precious 
fouls? Didft thou teach them, and com 
mand them to keep the way of the Lord? 
Didſt thou pray in thy houſe; and haſt 
jhou dons what thou couldeſt to ſave the 

ſouls 
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1 of all hat dwelt under thy af bs 


| Theſe are ſerious queſtions, which greatly 
concern all parents and heads of families 

10 conſider how they will e them 
at the great day of the Lord. 

From what has been faid, I do not 

mean to enforce a ſuperſtitious. regard of 
the Sabbath, but to recommend a per- | 
formance of ſuch holy exerciſes as are 3 

warranted from ſcripture, and enforced 
by our religion. A proper obſervance of 
this day will afford us an opportunity . 
praiſing God. for all his mercies of crea- 
tion, providence, and grace; of increafing 

our knowledge of divine things, and con- 
forming ourſelves to the heavenly pattern 
of all perfection Jeſus Chriſt our Lord 3 
of inſtructing our children and families 

in the good ways of the Lord, and train- 

4 —_— ing.them up in his fear : and above all, 

0 7 |? 1-4 particular and neceſſary part of our duty 

Wi 0M this day is to attend the ordinances of 

God 8 
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God s houſe —We receive many ublia 
bleflings, how ought we to render him | 
public acknowledgments, eſpecully when 
ve are ſuch glorious gainers thereby. _ 
For he that honoureth God by a public 
profeſſion of his name, God will even- 
155 tually honour with his preſence and pro- 
tection here, and Eh * e * 

| after. 8 a pe 
And God grant that we may all mak 
in a right manner the few Sabbaths and 
the few days which we have to come on 
earth, that we may ever eſteem it a pri- 
vilege and a happineſs to have a day ſet 
apart for his ſervice ; may we call it a de- 
light, and truly make it ſo, that we may 
enter at the laſt into that reſt that re- 


remaineth for the Pee” of God in 
Heaven. 
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